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CONSTRUCTION, ELECTRICITY AND WATER
The construction industry includes building and civil 
engineering works. Building refers to civilian building in 
Israel, including building in Jewish localities in the Judea 
and Samaria Area.
Civil engineering works refers to construction of roads, 
widening and reconstruction of roads, installation of water 
pipes, installation of drainage pipes (for concentration and 
disposal of sewage water), canalization (for concentration 
and disposal of rainwater), and other work. (e.g., building 
sea ports and airports, building bridges, and preparation of 

agricultural land). Unlike other industries, the building industry is characterized by sharp fluctuations in 
the volume of activity. The industry is sensitive to change in overall business activity, and fluctuations in 
building tend to cause fluctuations in the overall economy.

In 2006, the gross domestic capital formation in building amounted to NIS 51.5 billion – 58% of that sum was 
allocated to residential building, 22% to non-residential building, and 20% to civil engineering projects.

Area of construction (2006)
Construction completed -6,847,000 sq. m.
Construction begun - 7,419,000 sq. m.

Dwellings (2006)
Construction completed - 29,900
Construction begun - 29,678

Widening roads and construction of new roads (2005)
Completed - 433 km.
Begun - 536 km. 

Construction of Dwellings Completed

Dwellings Completed, Compared with 
Population Growth, by Disrict, 2006
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Electricity Supply, 2006
Total 46,175 million KWH

Household consumption 14,313 million KWH

Trade 13,785 million KWH

Manufacturing  10,387 million KWH

Water pumping 2,838 million KWH

Agriculture 1,755 million KWH
Bulk 3,097 million KWH

Source: Israel Electric Corporation Ltd. 

Water Consumption by Purpose, 2005

Water Production (Million Cubic Meters), 2005

Agricultural 1,126 million cubic meters

Domestic and public    715 million cubic meters

Industrial     120  million cubic meters

Source: The Water Authority

Total 2,063

Mekorot Water Co. - Total 1,379

Wells 564

Hamovil Water Carrier 401

Upper water 211

Effluents and Dan Region Reclamation Project 203

Other producers - Total 684

Wells 319

Upper water 233

Effluents 132

Income account
Goods and services account
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MANUFACTURING, COMMERCE AND SERVICES
Over the years, the Israeli economy has developed from a small, closed economy to a relatively large, 
developed economy that uses modern methods and advanced technologies for manufacturing.
Manufacturing in Israel has evolved from small establishments that engaged primarily in processing of 
agricultural products and clothing, to high technology production.
The Central Bureau of Statistics collects monthly data from a sample of about 2,200 manufacturing 
establishments. The data are used to prepare current manufacturing indices, which serve as indicators of 
the development of manufacturing in particular and of the economy in general.
In 2006, the Gross Domestic Product of manufacturing amounted to NIS 84 billion (excluding diamonds) 
and GDP per work-hour per employee job amounted to about NIS 125.

The manufacturing export was NIS 135 billion (43% of the total revenue in manufacturing), and is based mainly on high-tech products.

Technological Intensity Establishments  Jobs Revenue 
(NIS Billions)

Total - absolute numbers 11,806 (1)347,923 317

            Percentages 100.0 100.0 100.0

High-tech (electronics, aircraft, 
and pharmaceuticals)

4.4 25.4 29.8

Medium-high tech (chemicals excl. 
pharmaceuticals, machinery, electrical 
equipment, and transport equipment 
excl. aircraft)

9.4 13.6 25.3

Medium-low tech (Mining and quarrying, 
rubber and plastic, basic metals, 
and metal products)

34.4 24.6 19.6

Low technology (Food products, 
beverages, textiles, wearing apparel, 
leather products, paper, printing, 
wood and its products)

51.7 36.4 25.3

Establishments, Jobs and Revenue in Manufacturing, 
by Technological Intensity,  2006

Establishments and Jobs, by Sector,  2006

Establishments and Jobs, by District,  2006

Sector Establishments Jobs
Absolute numbers Percentages Absolute numbers Percentages

Total 11,806 100.0 347,923 100.0

Private 11,563 97.9 294,808 84.7

Kibbutz and 
cooperative 
society

230 1.9 27,715 8.0

Public 13 0.1 25,400 7.3

District Establishments Jobs
Absolute numbers Percentages Absolute numbers Percentages

Total 11,806 100.0 347,923 100.0

   Thereof:
Jerusalem 985 8.3 22,473 6.5

Northern 1,603 13.6 59,168 17.0

Haifa 1,306 11.1 49,331 14.2

Central 3,185 27.0 95,853 27.6

Tel Aviv 3,485 29.5 78,627 22.6

Southern 1,062 9.0 37,686 10.8

Manufacturing Exports and Imports 
(Gross), by Technological Intensity

(excluding diamonds), 2006

Revenue of Industries in the Economy, 2006
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Total about NIS 1.2 trillion (excluding diamonds)

Agriculture  
2.7%

Other personal 
services  

1.5%
Health, welfare 
and education  

1.7%

Business activities 
and real estate  

13.4%

Financial  
2.1%

Transport, 
storage and 

communications  
8.2%

Accommodation 
services 

and restaurants  
2.2%

Wholesale and 
retail 

trade, repair of 
motor vehicles  

31.3%

Manufacturing  
27.9%

Construction, 
electricity, 
and water 

9.0%
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(1) Including jobs of workers hired through employment agencies. 
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Share of ICT Industries, out of the Total Economy
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Did you know?

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Research and Development (R&D)
Modern economies rely on research and technology, including advanced 
technology for communications and dissemination of information.
The value of investment in research and development in Israel as a 
percentage of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the highest in the 
world.
An increasing share of industries use advanced technologies in the 
production process, and manufacturing exports consist primarily of 
commodities that were produced using these technologies. Additionally, 
industries that use advanced technologies to provide information and 
communication technology services have developed rapidly in recent 
years.

In 2006, 25% of all exports 
were from Information 
and Communications 
Technologies (ICT).
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National Expenditure on Research and Development Per Capita - 
International Comparison,  2005

Information and Communications Technologies (ICT)
Information and Communications Technologies are among the fastest 
growing industries in the past decade. These industries include 
manufacturers of hardware, as well as companies that deal with software, 
broadcasting, and display of information. ICT is characterized by high 
productivity (in 2006, jobs in those industries, which comprise 8% of all 
jobs in the business sector, produced 16% of the product in that sector).
ICT industries conduct extensive research and development activities, and 
a considerable share of the output in ICT is allocated to export.
Israel occupies a leading position in various information technology 
indicators in comparison to many countries that are members of the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).

Expenditures for Business Research and Development 2004

Total about NIS 20 Billion 

Computer and
related services

35.5%

Industrial equipment 
for control and 

supervision, medical 
and scientific 

equipment
10.6%

Electronic 
components

7.0%

Research and 
development: start-up 

companies, technological 
incubators, and research 

institutions
23.4%

Other
2.5%

Chemical and 
chemical products

6.3%

Machinery and 
transport equipment

3.1%
Electronic 

communication 
equipment

11.5%
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Did you know?
TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS

Transport, storage, and communications includes: land transport, 
sea transport, air transport, transportation services, storage, 
parking lots and freight terminals, postal and courier services, and 
communication.

In 2006 there were about 17,700 km. of urban, non-urban, and 
access roads in Israel. About 2.2 million Israeli civilian vehicles 
traveled approximately 43,200 million kilometers.

About 77% of the vehicles (1.7 million) are private cars; 354 thousand (16.3%) are trucks and commercial 
vehicles, 12,550 vehicles are buses (0.6%), and the remaining 124,000 vehicles (5.7%) are minibuses, taxis, 
special service vehicles, and motorcycles.
About 3.2 million licenced drivers drove these vehicles, and caused about 17,000 road accidents with casualties 
(excluding accidents with casualties that occurred in the Judea and Samaria Area). About 36,000 persons were 
injured in those accidents. Of those, 414 persons were killed, and bringing the total number of deaths in road 
accidents (excluding the Judea and Samaria Area) to 24,274 since the establishment of the State of Israel.

Railways (2006)
Passengers – 28,351,000
Freight – 7,642,000 tons

Ships (2006)
Ships sailing - 5,239
Passengers - 261,000
Freight - 48,124 thousand tons
  

Aircraft (International) (2006)
Aircraft landings - 31,939
Passengers - 8,896,000
      Thereof:  In Israeli aircraft - 4,437,000
Freight - 318,747 tons
      Thereof: in Israeli aircraft - 203,421 tons

Post (2005)
Total mail – 775 million items
1,556,000 parcels

The number of railway 
passengers is more than 
five times greater today 

than it was a decade ago.

 Vehicles and Drivers

Killed in Road Accidents, 2006
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Source: International Road Federation

Number of Vehicles per 1,000 Residents, 2004

Accidents with Casualties, 
by Type of Accident,  2006

USA 828

Greece 711 

Austria  674

Switzerland 637 

Total – Absolute numbers 17,193
100.0%

Front-to-side collision 50.1%

Hitting a pedestrian 16.7%

Front-to-rear end collision 10.8%

Other collision 6.4%

Sideswipe 5.5%

Head-on collision 4.2%

Overturning 2.8%

Running off road, skidding 1.9%

Other 1.6%

France 635

Germany 626 

Belgium 565
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Communications (2006)
12,000 public telephones
54.6% of all households are connected to the Internet
87.2% of all households have at least one cellphone

Drivers

Vehicles

Urban road Non-Urban road



Accommodation services Person-nights in all 
accommodation services 23,950,100

100.0%

Tourist hotels 80.7%

Other hotels 5.7%

Rural tourism 8.5%

Youth hostels 3.7%

Field schools 1.4%

100.0%

Israeli person-nights 68%

Tourist person-nights 32%

Tourist hotels  Hotels 331

Rooms 46,534

Person-nights in tourist hotels 19,307,700

Tourist person-nights as a 
percentage of all person-nights 35.5%
Room occupancy 58.0%
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TOURISM
Foreign and domestic tourism have considerable economic, social, and political significance. 
The development of tourism can be attributed to a number of causes, such as: increased 
disposable income,  increased paid vacation in workplaces, reduction of prices for 
transportation, increased leisure hours, and changes in habits for spending leisure time.
Three main types of tourism can be distinguished: Incoming tourism, Israelis travelling 
abroad, and domestic tourism.
The number of tourist arrivals to Israel and departures of Israelis abroad is a sensitive 
barometer of Israel’s economic and security situation. 
In 2006, there were 1,800,000 tourist arrivals to Israel, and 3,700,000 departures of 
Israelis abroad.

Did you know?
In 2006, 2 million Israelis 

travelled abroad (some of them 
departed more than once, 
so that the total number of 
departures was 3,700,000).

Israelis travelling abroad 
comprised about 29% of the 

total population of Israel.

Accommodation Services, 2006

Tourism in Israel

Income from Tourists 1995-2006
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Tourists by Main Purpose of Visit, 2006
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Did you know?

AGRICULTURE
Agriculture includes: Plant crops, afforestation, gardening, livestock and livestock products.
The agriculture industry has undergone many changes over the years. Israeli agriculture is developing 
in terms of the quantity and quality of produce, as well as in terms of diversification and growth in plant 
crops and livestock breeding.
There has also been a considerable improvement in methods of cultivation: irrigation, greenhouses, and 
mechanical equipment for processing and harvesting of crops.

Area for Agriculture
(Thousand dunams), 2004-05

Fertilizers 
3.1%

Input
(Resources Invested) 2006

Pesticides 
4.6%

Breeding material 
9.0%

Depreciation 
14.2%

Other inputs 
13.8%

Fodder 
27.3%

Water 
9.0%

Packing and 
transport 

9.5%
Fuel, lubricants
and  electricity

9.5%

Total input – NIS 13.1 billion

Miscellaneous  
7.8%

Total output – NIS 21 billion

Output 
(Final products) 2006

Vegetables, potatoes 
and melons 

23.0%

Citrus  
4.3%

Other fruit  
17.2%

Flowers and 
garden plants  

5.2%

Poultry  
16.6%

Cattle  
18.5%

Field crops  
7.4%

Total 3,951
Thereof:
Field crops 1,561
Vegetables, potatoes 
and melons 649

Plantations 534
Citrus 161

Planted forests in Israel  
comprise 5% of the land area in 

the country. 
In 2006, the forest area (under 
the care of the Jewish National 
Fund) spanned 999,000 dunams.
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Import Dependency Ratio of Israel by Main Products
2005
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Poultry and turkey
Milk and dairy products

Vegetables, fruit and potatoes
Oils and fats

Pulses, peanuts and nuts
Beef
Fish

Sugar, sweets and honey
Cereals 

(including wheat for bread production)

Percentages

0.0



The Central Bureau of Statistics
Jerusalem: 66 Kanfey Nesharim St., Corner Bacchi St.
P.O.B. 34525 zip code 91342
Tel Aviv-Yafo: 86 Menachem Begin Rd. (Petah Tiqwa Rd.), 
             Bet Leo Goldberg, P.O.B. 57207  Zip code  61571

The offices of the CBS are open to the public
Sunday-Thursday from 9:00 to 13:00

Information unit phones:
Jerusalem: 02-659-2666
Tel Aviv-Yafo:  03-568-1933

Oredring publications and tailor-made products:
02-659-2032, 02-659-2666
03-568-1932/3

Information Unit Fax: 
Jerusalem: 02-652-1340
Tel-Aviv-Yafo: 03-568-1946

Library:
The library is located at the Jerusalem office of the CBS, and 
is open to the public Sunday-Thursday, from 9:00 to15:00
Telephone:  02-659-2555
CBS publications may also be viewed at the Statistical 
Information Center in Tel Aviv-Yafo.

CBS website:  www.cbs.gov.il
E-mail: info@cbs.gov.il

For information on price indices, please call:
02-652-7550 (multi-line) 24 hours a day
Cellphone: speed dial:  *2550
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